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Holiday Newsletter 2003
Dear Friends,

Aswe write this on Thanksgiving weekend, we reflect that we all have so much to be thankful for herein
America. Itisawaysatimethat Ed & | personally remember how very thankful we were upon returning from
Romaniaback in 1991. After spending almost two months in Romania, we returned to Windham vividly aware of
our many blessings and especially our many freedoms here in America.

Widll, it istwelve years later, and now that baby we went to Romaniato find and adopt is now our teenager
Jonathan; his little brother Matthew is nine. As we reflect on their blossoming lives, we cannot rest because we

know that for many other Romanian children, who were not so fortunate to be adopted, life remains colorless and
sad.

However, you our supporters have made tremendous programs possible for thousand of these children. Y our
financial donations have fed children, provided health care both in foreign lands and here in the U.S,, offered
educational programs to physicians in Romania and Bosnia, remodeled large orphanages in Romania, started
kindergartens and physical therapy programs for children, provided free dental care for refugees....and | could go
on and on.

In a dozen years, you have created miracles for children one child at atime. It is very important for me to convey
to you that you personally have brightened the lives of children by the gifts you offer needy children every day.

So in twelve years we have accomplished a lot. Now our mission for the next twelve months it to raise the money
to build a new facility in Bucharest, Romania called Casa Hope that will be areflection of our past twelve years. .

Wishing each and every one of you a very peaceful Holiday Season filled with HOPE.

H. Elaine MacEwen
Executive Director

Bosnia This modern facility, adjacent to the district medical

clinic, replaces the cramped, overheated, outmoded

Dental Unit trailer that has housed our dental program for the past

This has been a busy year indeed for Head of Mission
Matthew Proctor, as he has overseen the construction of
our new dental facility in Mostar. The Arlinghaus
family and many supporters from Kentucky for the past
year have been very dedicated in raising the necessary
funding for a new permanent dental unit and for all the
new dental equipment.
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eight years. The Nobody’s Children Arlinghaus Dental
Unit opened last month, to the delight of patients and
staff.

Medical Evacuations from Bosnia

In September Matthew accompanied two teenage boys
from Bosniato Kentucky for prosthetic care, again with
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the very generous support of the Arlinghaus family.
These were children who had outgrown the prostheses
they have used since losing limbs to the grenades of the
Bosnian war. Because of post-war conditionsin Bosnia,
replacements are available only through international
help.

Our next project is to help Armine, alittle boy with
severe medical problems. Armine wasfirst evaluated in
Boston in 1996 under Nobody' s Children sponsorship.
Heis now being evaluated by physicians in Boshia and
his medical records and X-Rays evaluated in Boston for
possible back surgery early next year.

Matthew Proctor, Head of Mission

Matthew Proctor has been indispensablein his second
year as our Bosnian Head of Mission. He isaBritish
veteran aid worker with much experience in Bosnia, and
apleasure to work with.

Matthew deserves particular praise and thanks for
organizing the design and construction of the new
Arlinghaus dental unit. His special skills included
negotiating the bureaucratic and regulatory tangles and
keeping construction on track to realize this dream.

As | write this newd etter, Matthew isin transit to
England to spend awell deserved vacation with his
family.

Romania

All of our Romanian projects are possible through the
wonderful efforts of Madame Victoria lliescu. She
oversess all of the Nobody's Children projectsin
Romania.

Casa Katarina

Casa Katarinais the group home owned and operated by
Nobody’s Children in Craiova, Romania. Casa Katarina
iscurrently avery busy little hometo eight children. A
year ago threelittle girlsthat had lived at Casa Katarina
for the first eighteen months of their lives were each
adopted by families from New Hampshire.

Last Sunday at a gathering of adopted children from
Romania, it was adelight to all in attendance to see our
little friends from Casa Katarina, Ana and Ammie,
reunited after not seeing each other for almost ayear. In
aroom full of children, they immediately ran to each
other with lots of hugs and kisses. To see the bond and
the happiness of these little three year old girls when
they are reunited speaks volumes of the care and love
that is Casa Katarina.
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Volunteers from here are always welcomed at Casa
Katarina by our staff. Our caregiersare very proud of
thelittle ones under their care and are happy to share
their home with the volunteers from America who make
it possible.

Our goal isto try and reunite the children with their
biological family or afamily relative, but if thisis not
possible then an adoptive family is welcomed.

Nobody’s Children is the sole sponsor of Casa Katarina.
Every month we send $1500 to support all the needs of
the children. We would welcome individuals, churches,
businesses, and corporations that might liketo make a
pledgeto help usfulfill This ongoing monthly
commitment.

AboveisAna, a littlegirl from Casa Katarina who will soon be
coming home to a family in New Hampshire.

Brasov

Throughout this year we have continued our support for
two programs in Brasov: 1) the kindergarten program in
the big orphanage in Brasov; and 2) the educational
program for special needs children in Brasov. Nobody's
Children provides the funding to maintain these
programs.

To know that children are receiving educational
instruction through play and instruction while living in
an orphanage or alarge group home is something that
was not even considered in Romaniajust afew years
ago. Thisisan innovation that we have introduced with
considerable success. Similarly, education for special
needs children was not even on the radar screenin
Brasov until we pioneered the concept with our program.
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Bucharest

Orphanage Nr.5

This large orphanage in Bucharest continues to be home
to many children. This past summer, a high school
student from New Y ork City, Lillian Raduly, decided to
travel as a volunteer for Nobody' s Children and help
with the children at Orphanage Nr.5. Hereis her
reaction to this experience:

| have arrived from Bucharest this morning
and all | can say isthat | amliterally
speechless. It was one of the most amazing
experiences | have ever had and | have you to
thank. | loved it, it was wonderful! Those
children are the most beautiful beings | have
ever laid eyes on and the people at the center
were so generous, kind and considerate. | was
truly blown away. Thank you so much for all
this, | am so happy.

As so many of our young volunteers have said, it isa
life-changing experience.

Many children continue to benefit from lain’s Room, our
physical therapy room at this orphanage. It not only
serves the children living there, but also serves other
children in the surrounding community that need these
special services.

Above are some of thechildren from Bucharest Orphanage Nr. 5.
In the center is Dr. Dinka, thedirector, who hasfacilitated our
projectsin thisorphanage.

Street Children

This past June we shipped several thousand pounds of
clothing for the children living on the streets of
Bucharest. Thiswas distributed in cooperation with an
existing organization working with the large population
of impoverished, abandoned street children. Nobody’s
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Children continues to explore the options to help with
this problem.

Next Project: Casa Hope

In Bucharest we are in the planning and fundraising
stages of building afacility that will offer self-sustaining
innovative programs for children.

Nobody’s Children will raise theinitial fundsto
construct Casa Hope. Half of the new building will be
used for our programs, while the other half will be
rented out to provide ongoing support for the programs.

This new approach is necessitated by the changes that
are occurring in the child welfare system in Romania.
The government is making great effortsto close the big
orphanages and place the children in Foster Homes. Of
course, as we know from our experience in America, this
will create anew set of problems and risks for these
innocent children.

Nobody's Children Programs at Casa Hope will be
designed to prevent, monitor, and support the new
welfare initiatives.

1. Prevent: A freeday care will be provided for
children of low-income mothers. If these mothers
can work and earn an income, they can afford to
keep their child at home and thus prevent the
abandonment of yet another baby.

2. Monitor: Areachildreninfoster care will be
required, in cooperation with the Authorities, to
undergo periodic observation at Casa Hope, as well
as examinations by our staff pediatrician. Thisis
designed to assure that these children are in a safe
environment in their foster homes. Thiswill be
complemented by a support group for foster
mothers.

3. Support: Casa Hopewill offer a program providing
emergency housing for a children in need.

Local Events
Harvest of Hope Dinner Dance & Silent Auction

Thefirst Harvest of Hope evening was held at Castleton
here in Windham on November 14, 2003. This was an
elegant evening of dining and dancing to live music,
combined with a very elegant and beautiful silent
auction. Cocktail music was provided by 13 year old
Jonathan Y ourtee. Over 80 auction baskets were
assembled from items donated by over 100 businesses as
far away as Bucharest, Los Angeles, New Y ork and
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Nova Scotia. Bidding was intense and cheerfully
competitive.

Thisisthe first annual fall event, that we hope will
become a seasonal tradition. Mark your calendars for
November 12, 2004, the date of next year's event. This
also was the opening of a series of fundraisers to raise
the necessary funding for our next project, Casa Hope.
(see above).

Picture: Elsie Talanian/Salem Observer

Above, Jonathan Y ourtee provides musc at Harves of Hope,
under the watchful eye of hisbrother Matthew.

Ninth Annual Ski-A-Thon

On March 13" and 14", 10 AM to 10 AM, we will
hold our 24 hour Ski-A-Thon at Tenney Mountain.

Y es, we have returned to the 24 hour event for
skiers and boarders alike. Our Board Member,
extreme skier Dan Egan, is now manager of the
reopened Tenney Mountain, with 46 trails, 6 lifts,
and 6 glades, alighted terrain park, and tubing. As
of this year, Tenney now has night skiing.

Thisisafamily event that attracts skiers of all
abilities. Call or email usif you wish to receive a
signup package in early January. Details at
www.nobodyschildren.org or 603-893-0925.

Family Country/Western Night

We are working out plans for a fun
family night of country and western
dancing on March 5, 2004 at Castleton.
We want an event where you can bring
the children and learn the steps as a
family. Break out your blue jeans and
dancing boots, and call us with your
ideas and get your reservation in early.
As plans develop we will update our
website.

Your holiday donations are a principal source of our financial support. Thank you.
Nobody’s Children is an IRS-approved 501(c)(3)(a) organization. All donations are tax-deductible.
Checks payable to Nobody’ s Children can be mailed to PO Box 1076, Windham, NH 03087

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of: $

Name

Address:
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